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Earl, however, had another son, Shane, a conspicuous specimen
of the genius of the Celt; and Shane had made a great name
for himself, in raids against the Scots of the Ulster seaboard,
and in feuds with the tribe of the O'JDonjiells of the North, the
hereditary foes of the once royal O'Neills. He was a^bitter
enemy, too, of his brother Matthew, an ally, it appears, of the
Englishry of the Pale; in one of many skirmishes Matthew was
slain (1558); and, as we have said, these troubles had engaged the
attention of the Queen and of her Irish Government. On the
death of the Earl (1559), Shane was solemnlyjjhosen by his
clansmen chief of the great race of the O'Neills; the dignity
recalling the ancient" poneiTo^^                          Hy-Niall line,
and giving a suzerainty over all the clans of Ulster. This was
a scornful rejection of the English earldom, and of the arrange-
ment effected by Henry VIII; it was practically a defiance
of English power; and, in the eyes of the men at the Castle,
it was an act of rebellion, as marked and heinous as the
expulsion of an English Resident, by a vassal Prince in India,
would appear at Calcutta at the present day. Sir Henry
Sidney, Deputy, for the time, for Sussex, remonstrated with
the lately elected chief; but Shane, as the state papers
acknowledge, had, by many degrees, the best of the argument.
His brother Matthew was probably not legitimate; and his
tribe had never renounced their right to proclaim a chief
according to old Celtic usage.
A series of negotiations followed: Elizabeth, clinging to her
father's policy, convinced, perhaps, that her Irish Council were in
the wrong, attempted to patch matters up with Shane, who, in
turn, adroitly maintained his position. The Queen, however,
yielding at last to Sussex, the unscrupulous advocate of extreme
measures, consented (1560) to make war on "the Irish rebel";
Shane was attacked by Sussex advancing from the Pale, and by
the Scots, and the O'Donnells lying on his rear. But the chief
had the inspiration of a true soldier; he turned against the